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twenty innocent people, and which further resulted in Frank Ryan, the President of the Structural Iron Workers' National Union, and a group of other labor union officials, being convicted and sentenced to prison.
As a matter of fact, the bringing into life of this United States Commission on Industrial Relations was due primarily to the long series of crimes committed at the instance of the Structural Iron Workers' Union, which culminated in the blowing-up of the Los Angeles Times Building, with its attendant loss of life of innocent citizens, and which aroused a state of public sentiment demanding that an investigation be made by an impartial Federal body, to inquire into the underlying causes of industrial unrest, the existence of which seemed to be evidenced by the violent activities on the part of labor in various parts of the country.
Vincent St. John, Secretary of the Industrial Workers of the World, in his testimony before the Commission on Industrial Relations at a public hearing in New York, said that he believed in violence when it was necessary to win. He said that if the destruction of property seemed necessary to bring results, then he believed in the destruction of property.
A. Johannsen of California, State Organizer for the Building Trades of California, and General Organizer for the United Brotherhood of Carpenters, in his testimony before the United States Commission on Industrial Relations at Washington in May, 1915, in speaking of the reelection of Frank Ryan, President of the National Structural Iron Workers' Union, among other things thanked the Lord that the union had the courage to reelect him President after he had been convicted as a participant in the dynamiting crimes of the Structural Iron Workers. He further expressed the hope that it was trite that the convicted dynamiters, after being re-elected to office by the Iron Workers, were met by a procession of applause at Fort Leavenworth while on their way to prison, and that President Ryan performed his official duties while there, and rendered his official reports as President of a union of 10,000 members and a part of the American Federation of Labor.
In contradistinction to the opinion 6f Mr. Johannsen, to the effect that he thanked the Lord that the union had the courage to reelect Frank Ryan President after he had been convicted as a participant in the dynamiting crimes of the Structural Iron Workers, we have the opinion of Dr. Charles W. Eliot, President Emeritus of Harvard University, who, in his testimony